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Dr. Kerstin Wasson

Current positions
Research Coordinator, Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve (since 2000)
1700 Elkhorn Road, Watsonville, CA 95076  USA
email:wasson@ucsc.edu	phone: (831) 728-2822

Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (since 2003)
University of California, Santa Cruz, CA 95064  USA

Synopsis
Conservation scientist with emphasis on ecosystem-based management and restoration ecology

Past Employment & Professional Experience
Assistant Professor
Department of Biological Sciences, Humboldt State University, CA.  1998-9.

University of California President's Postdoctoral Fellow
Department of Biology, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA.  1997-8.

Visiting Researcher
Friday Harbor Laboratories, University of Washington, San Juan Island, WA. 1993-7.

Visiting Faculty; Sabbatical leave replacement for Dr. Alan Kohn
Department of Zoology, University of Washington, Seattle, WA.  1997.

Teaching Assistant; Lecturer
Biology Department, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA.  1990-1996.

Education
Degrees 
Ph.D., University of California, Santa Cruz, 1996.
B.A., Oberlin College, Ohio, 1989.

Foreign languages
German:	fluent 
Spanish:	fluent
French:	fair

National Awards
National Estuarine Research Reserve Impact Award, 2015.
National Wetlands Award for Science Research, Environmental Law Institute, 2018.


Academic Advising
Graduate students supervised
A. D’Amore (Ph.D. received 2007)
R. Preisler (Ph.D. received 2010)
	C. Fresquez (Ph.D. received 2014)
	B. Hughes (Ph.D. received 2014)
	K. Behesti (Ph.D. anticipated 2020)

Postdoctoral researchers funded and supervised
	A. Ritter (2006)
	A. Gee (2007-9)
	A. D’Amore (2008-10)
	E.B. Watson (2009-2011)
	J. Nelson (2011-2012)
	A. Ridlon (2019-2020)

Selected grants awarded
“Building a coastwide Olympia oyster network to improve restoration outcomes and enhance community engagement”, NERR Science Collaborative, $250,000, 2018-2019

“Thin-layer sediment placement: evaluating an adaptation strategy to enhance coastal marsh resilience across the NERRS”, NERR Science Collaborative, $499,999, 2017-2019

“Blue carbon at Elkhorn Slough: regional carbon sequestration through salt marsh restoration”, California Cap and Trade Fund, $2,996,768, 2015-2022

 “Southern Sea Otters in Elkhorn Slough: investigating habitat use and foraging to inform estuarine management”, Sea Otter Recovery Fund, $71,364, 2013-2014

“Pioneering an innovative adaptive management approach to native oyster restoration at Elkhorn Slough”, Environmental Enhancement Fund, California Dept. of Fish and Game, $95,480, 2012-2014

 “Managing for resilience in the face of climate change: a scientific approach to targeted oyster restoration in San Francisco Bay and Elkhorn Slough, California”, National Estuarine Research Reserve Science Collaborative, $908,006, 2011-1014

“Putting people to work restoring ecosystem resilience in Elkhorn Slough while protecting critical coastal infrastructure”, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, $3,940,735, 2009-2011

“A novel approach combining rapid paleoecological assessments with geospatial modeling and visualization to help coastal managers design salt marsh conservation strategies in the face of environmental change”, Cooperative Institute for Coastal & Estuarine Environmental Technology, $280,615; 2009-2011


“Creating a corridor of habitat to support threatened amphibians”, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, $120,000, 2008-2010

 “Investigating indicators of eutrophication in estuarine habitats of the Elkhorn Slough watershed”, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, $49,680, 2007-8

“Monitoring amphibian habitat use in the Elkhorn Slough watershed”, USFWS and California Department of Fish and Game, $75,000, 2008-9

“Biogeographic investigation of variation in abundance, habitat use and behavior of the European green crab”, National Sea Grant Aquatic Invasive Species Program, $16,754, 2006-8

“An integrated approach to understanding and addressing threats to estuarine habitats: ecosystem-based management at Elkhorn Slough, California”, Packard and Resources Legacy Fund Foundations, $1,200,000, 2006-8

“Expansion and enhancement of a 15-year north Monterey County water quality monitoring program”, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, $170,200, 2005-7

“Coordinating stewardship of Elkhorn Slough: development of a tidal wetland action plan”, $300,000, California Resources Agency Coastal Impact Assistance Program, 2003-6
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